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stories &c. that had been written at different times and
issued in various magazines, and prefaced by a revised
and shortened version of the Monograph on " Fair
"Women in Painting and Poetry." It contained among
other short stories one entitled " The Sister of Com-
passion," dedicated " to that Sister of compassion for all
suffering animals, Mrs. Mona Caird," our dear friend..
The other volume contained the first series of barbaric
tales and myths of old Celtic days, " recaptured in
dreams," that followed in quick succession from the pen
of Fiona Macleod. The Sin-Eater was the first of the
three F. M. books published by the new Scoto-Celtic
publishers. The Author was gratified by favourable
reviews from important journals, and by letters, from
which I select two.

The first is from Mr/Hamilton W. Mabie:

THE OUTLOOK,
13 ASTOB PLACE,
May 23d, 1897.

MY DEAB FBIEKD,

The Sin-Eater came in holiday week and was one of
my most welcome remembrances. I have read it with
deep pleasure, almost with envy; so full is it of the
stuff which makes literature, It has the vitality and
beauty of a rich and living imagination. The secrets
of the spirit are in it, and that fellowship with the pro-
founder experiences which gets at the heart of a race.
I have not forgotten your kind words about my own
work; words which gave me new heart and hope. For
you are the very type of man to whose mind I should
like to appeal. The judgment of Mrs. Sharp, which you
quote, gave me sincere pleasure. To get the attention
of the few for whose opinion one cares most is a piece
of great good fortune; to really find one's way to their
hearts is best of all. I am looking forward to a good
long talk with you. I wish you were here today. This.
is a divine May; balmy, fragrant, fresh; as if it had
never been here before. There is enough soul in Miss.
Macleod's stories to set up a generation of average nov-

an them as though
